
 

 
PARISH STAFF 

 

Joan Golizio, Secretary 
Joyce Feola, Bookkeeper 

Eileen Carvalho, CCD 
Aiessa Moyna, RCIA 

Bob Meyers, Music Director 
Besim Binaku, Property Manager 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday: 9 AM -– 8 PM 
Friday: 9 AM -– 5 PM 

 

Website: www.stfrancishoboken.net 
Email:stfrancis308@gmail.com 

 
Hoboken Catholic Academy 

(201) 963-9535 
www.hobokencatholic.org 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Daily Mass: 8 AM, Monday-Saturday 
Thursday Novena Mass: 7 PM  

Saturday Vigil: 5 PM 
Sunday Mass: 7:30 and 9:30 AM; 
11 AM (Italian); 12:15 and 6 PM 

 
ADORATION 

 

Thursdays, 8 AM – 7 PM. At 7 PM we 
have Mass and Novena prayers to St. 
Jude, St. Rita, St. Anthony and Mother 

Cabrini. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
available in church on Saturdays 
4:30 – 5 PM and by appointment. 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS CHURCH 
308 Jefferson St., Hoboken, NJ 07030  

Phone: (201) 659-1772 / Fax: (201) 222-7975  

www.stfrancishoboken.net  

 

Fr. Christopher Panlilio, Pastor 
Msgr. Paul Bochicchio, In Residence 

 

 
The Mission of St. Francis Church is to encounter the love of Christ through 

worship, service, and charity. In following the traditions of our patron, St. Francis of 
Assisi, we dedicate ourselves to providing a welcoming and engaging community of 

faith, ministering to the poor and the sick, educating the faithful, and caring for 
God’s creatures as “The Little Church with the Big Heart.” 

My Jesus,  
 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. 
 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. 
 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. 
 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 
Amen 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
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READING 1  EZ 37:12-14 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
O my people, I will open your graves 
and have you rise from them, 
and bring you back to the land of Israel. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
O my people! 
I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
and I will settle you upon your land; 
thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.  
R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
to my voice in supplication. 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, 
LORD, who can stand? 
But with you is forgiveness, 
that you may be revered. 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
I trust in the LORD; 
my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 
let Israel wait for the LORD. 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
For with the LORD is kindness 
and with him is plenteous redemption; 
And he will redeem Israel 
from all their iniquities. 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

READING 2 ROM 8:8-11 

Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; 
on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 
But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, 
the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Spirit dwelling in you.

   Readings and The 
Holy Gospel 

VERSE BEFORE THE GOSPEL JN 11:25A, 26 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die. 

GOSPEL JN 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, 
“Master, the one you love is ill.” 
When Jesus heard this he said, 
“This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in 
the place where he was. 
Then after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to 
Judea.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will 
give you.” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 
world.” 

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where 
have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” 
And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, 
“Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have done something so that this man would not have died?” 

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there 
will be a stench; he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always 
hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 

http://usccb.org/bible/ezekiel/37:12
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/130:1
http://usccb.org/bible/romans/8:8
http://usccb.org/bible/john/11:25
http://usccb.org/bible/john/11:3


 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Holy Week and Covid-19 Updates— The Archdiocese 
of Newark took the extraordinary measure of closing all 
churches for private prayer and Adoration and 
discontinuing all funerals, weddings and baptisms until 
further notice as the latest measure in trying to slow the 
spread of Covid-19. As a result Fr. Chris will live stream 
celebrations for Holy Week with Holy Thursday mass at 
8 PM, Good Friday services at 3 PM and Easter Sunday 
Mass. We will reschedule the distribution of Palms at a 
future date. We will post final details on the website and 
social media  this week once they are set. 
 
Pope Francis Imparts Urbi et Orbi Blessing — In 
response to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, our Holy 
Father gave an extraordinary blessing “Urbi et Orbi” on 
Friday, March 27 from St. Peter’s Basilica. The Holy 
Father granted to all participants in the livestream a 
Plenary Indulgence before imparting the Urbi et 
Orbi Blessing. As part of the service he said, “The 
beginning of faith is knowing that we are in need of 
salvation. We are not self-sufficient, alone; alone we 
sink: we need the Lord like the ancient sailors of the 

stars. We invite Jesus into 
the boats of our lives. Let us give him our fears, so that 
He will overcome them. Like the disciples we will 
experience that, with him on board, there is no 
shipwreck. Because this is the strength of God: turning 
everything that happens to us to good, even bad 
things. He brings peace in our storms, because with God 
life never dies.” Read the full transcript at Vatican.va. 
 

Prayer Ribbons — A visible sign of 
community, faith and prayer, the Blue 
Ribbons are back for individuals to 
express themselves and prayers for others 
during this time. Fr. Chris asks that you 
please share your them on the ribbons to  
be included in his daily prayers. We have 
sharpies hanging on the fence but you can 

also bring your own.  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Congratulations to the Ventricelli The fortitude of 

faith is a testament to God’s love for us. Although 

baptisms are now 

discontinued until further 

notice, the Ventricelli family 

was able to celebrate the 

Baptism of Rose Marlena on 

March 22 before the latest 

restrictions went into place. 

Congratulations to Rose 

Marlena Ventricelli and her 

parents, Mark and Marla. 

Following the protocols for 

group gatherings, the 

attendance was limited but 

vast in spirit. Welcome to St. 

Francis, baby Rose! We wish you health and 

happiness. 

Online Offertory —  Many of you have asked about 

how to make your weekly offertory with the church 

closures in place. With church doors now being 

locked, please consider using our new online giving 

platform, Parish Giving. The system is safe and easy to 

use . You can easily 

set up recurring 

contributions with a 

credit card or your 

bank account. Please 

visit our web site for 

all the details: 

stfrancishoboken.net. Look for the Parish Giving 

button (shown above) on the lower right side of the 

homepage Additionally, we will continue to use our 

recently added Venmo account for 

those who prefer using a mobile-only 

option. Our username is @StFrancis-

Church or search for St Francis 

Church. Pick the one with our logo. 

If you would like to use Venmo for 

your weekly envelope, please include 

your envelope number in the “What’s 

it for?” notation.. If you currently make online 

donations using PayPal you do not need to make any 

changes. And of course, you can continue to mail in 

envelopes. Thank you for your continued support of 

The Little Church with the Big Heart . 

https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=BD32138D8A084A39025F8FA940A05FBFAF20DF5A3B46C9A1
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Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 
Dear St. Francis Parish,  
 

It is with sadness that we all heard the latest news this week that we can no 
longer pray in our spiritual home. Like all of the churches in the Archdiocese of 
Newark, the doors of St. Francis must remain closed. And with the absence of 
baptisms, funerals and weddings, I know it is a very difficult time for all of us. I can 
only ask that you continue to pray daily. You are not alone. We can pray in our 
homes and with each other through virtual means. 

 
I hope you’ve been tuning into Cardinal Tobin’s Sunday mass at Noon. For 

Easter I will be joining the streaming trend. We will stream our own Holy Thursday 
mass at 8 PM, Good Friday services at 3 PM and Easter Sunday mass. We will 
update you about all the details and mass time for Easter Sunday in the coming 
week. 

 
Despite the current state of the world, I am optimistic about our community 

and our faith. Watching Pope Francis on Friday give the extraordinary blessing 
“Urbi et Orbi” as he overlooked a rainy and vacant St. Peter’s square, he 
demonstrated the abundance of God's mercy, which he offers to humanity 
through Jesus Christ and through the church. 

 
Every day I see people helping people and I know that we are all doing our 

best to be prayerful, faithful and hopeful during this time. Please keep our church 
community in your prayers. Just this morning we sent letters to all of our 
participants to A Wing & A Prayer offering back some of the proceeds from the 
event since so many of their businesses are currently closed. 

 
As a final note, many parishioners continue to ask about how to make their 

weekly offertory. Given the closure of the church we have implemented a new 
online giving program, Parish Giving. Please visit our website, 
wwww.stfrancishoboken.net, for all the details. Thank you all for your continued 
support and kindness during these difficult times. 

 
One with you in prayers, 
Fr. Chris  


